
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bethesda Church 

Newsletter 

October 6, 2013 

 

Family and Child Summit  

Highlights from the meeting 

  A few weeks ago, I received an invitation by Rev. Bill Little at Mt. Vernon 
Community Presbyterian Church to attend a Family and Child Summit.  
The ultimate purpose of the event was to discuss the universal issue of the 
lack of kids in church.  He informed us that there are 2400 kids from 
Kindergarten through 12th grade in our school district.  That doesn’t include 
those children under the Kindergarten age.  And Rev. Little made the 
observation (and I will have to agree with him), that he believes there is less 
than 10% of those kids in our churches – all of them combined! 
Several community leaders who interface with youth in different capacities 
came to share their perspectives with us.  Superintendent of Elizabeth 
Forward School District, Bart Rocco, District Judge, Beth Scagline Mills, and 
Police Chief, John Snelson all gave some points for us to ponder.  Each had 
a unique take on today’s youth – the highlights and the difficulties. 
It was not a day for coming up with easy answers, but rather a day to unite 
in our concerns and begin a dialogue for coming up with possibilities and 
solutions. 
Our first resolution was to surround this community in prayer.  Each of the 
ministers present (and sadly, not many came), covenanted to pray for the 
community twice per month by driving around the perimeter of the Elizabeth 
area and stop to pray every now and then. 
I have chosen every other Thursday beginning on Oct. 10.  If you would like 
to join me, let me know.  I’d love the company, surrounding our community 
with prayer together. 

“By the rivers of Babylon we sat down and wept when we 

remembered Zion”    Psalm 137:1 

 
 

 

Upcoming Events and Weekly Calendar 

 
Today – October 6                                  11:00 am Worship 
 
Choir Practice- October 10                       7:00 pm 
 
Looking ahead: Apple Dumpling Sale- Saturday, October 26, from noon till 
3:00PM dumplings are $3.50 each. Orders can be taken up until October 21st.  Order 
forms are available in the narthex. 
 

The All Christmas Flea Market will be held Saturday, November 9th from 10:00 am till 
2:00 pm.  Several varieties of soup (including split pea, hot sausage, broccoli noodle, 
and chili- just to name a few), along with hot dogs will be available for sale.  Of course, 
there will also be some goodies to satisfy your sweet tooth.  If you are interested in 
purchasing some soup “to go” please bring a container with you.  We have a very nice 
assortment of Christmas items thanks to your generosity.  We are excited about this 
event and hope you are also. 
 
 
 

 

Other ways you can 

help/donate: 

 
Box Tops for Education: 
   Place them in the designated box in the back of 

the Narthex. 
 
Labels for Education: 
   (Campbell’s Labels) to benefit the new 
preschool.  Place them in the designated box in 
the back of the Narthex. 

 
Meals on Wheels: 
   Is in need of volunteers (call Josette Fuls at 412-
751-2230) and in need of adopting a grandparent 
(donations can be given to the deacons). 

 
Items needed for around the church: 
     Lysol disinfectant spray. 
 
www.bethesdaupchurch.weebly.com 

Thanks to our volunteers: 

Ushers today: Carolyn Gumpher 
Liturgist today: Alene Thalman 
Counters today: Betty Jane Berich 

                               Alice Waltonbaugh 
Pedestal Flowers today:  
            10/6- August & Anne Thalman IV 
 

Ushers next week: Carolyn Gumpher 
Liturgist next week: Betty Jane Berich 
Counters next week: Ron & Kathy Cain 

Pedestal Flowers next week:  
              10/13- Goldie Smith 
 

.Pedestal Flowers upcoming:  
10/20- Dennis & Judy Howell in honor of their   

            children and grandchildren 
 10/27- Bud and Bonnie Garvin  
 11/3-   Robert and Nancy Sanutelli in  

            memory of loved ones 
 11/10- Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Vaccari 

            Mr. & Mrs. Richard Simpson 
            In memory of John & Jennie Simpson 

                                                                                
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Adult Sunday School Class begins on Oct. 6 

Believe it or not, but the Bible didn’t just appear one day, handed down to us from 
God.  If not, how did it actually come about?   
We’re continuing to learn and study the making of the Holy Bible over the next few 
weeks.  
These are some of the questions we’ll be investigating, discussing and learning 
about: 
Who wrote the Bible? When was it written?  What is the Canon?  Are there other 
books of the Bible?  Is there a book called the Gospel According to Thomas?  Who 
was around to write Genesis and the story of Creation?  Did Paul really write most of 
the New Testament?  What’s the difference between infallible and inerrant?  And do 
we believe that the Bible is either/both/or neither of these?  What’s the difference 
between our Holy Scriptures and the Holy Scriptures of other faiths like Judaism, 
Catholicism, Mormons, etc?  Come and find out the answers to these questions on 

Sunday mornings at 9:30 am in the Church Parlor. 
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Highlights from the Parent and Volunteer Meeting  

 
      The Parent and Volunteer Association Meeting for our Bright Beginnings 
Preschool met on Wednesday, Oct. 2 at 9:30 am.  We are off to a great start.  It was 
reported that we now have 7 children in our 4 year old class and 5 children in our 3 
year old class.  Word of mouth and our own parents’ recommendations is still 
continuing to create the possibility of new children entering as Jennifer Wooley fields 
calls of inquiry each week. 

The PVA (Parent and Volunteer Association) set some guidelines, chose 
officers, planned a field trip to Meders for the Christmas season, and discussed two 
fundraisers for this year.  They are currently working on a hoagie fundraiser from 
Fuzzy’s for November and a Fruit Basket Christmas fundraiser.  This was a 
fundraiser highly recommended by several parents who have already done it before. 
If you are interested in attending our next meeting on Nov. 20 at 6:30 pm, please let 
Pastor Walt know. 

Budget Update: 

 
Last week’s income:  $1,115.00 
Month to date: 
Expenditures: 
Yearly: 
 

Birthdays this week:  10/13 Alvin Werner 

 

 Anniversaries this week:  10/9- August & Anne Thalman, IV 

 

Parish Joys and Concerns:  

Concerns: 

Cindy-Justin’s aunt (son in law to Ron and Kathy Cain) Stage 3 cancer. 

Genevieve- Stage 4 lung cancer, undergoing treatment. 

 Kate Crawford- 29 year old wife and mom with 4
th
 stage cancer. Starting chemo. 

 Kim- needs a kidney transplant. 

 Betty Bruce- treatment for breast cancer. 

 Ron Cain’s dad- facing difficult  health issues. 

 Betty Bruce’s brother, Jim- Lung cancer. 

 Sophia- 2 year old on the waiting list for a heart transplant. 

 Wilma- breast cancer. 

 Ed-stage 4 cancer 

 Marlene Caird- health 

 Walter Meyers-health 

 Joe Leckie- bone cancer 

 

 Joys:  

  Norma: David Caird‘s sister –home and doing well 

  RuthAnne- home from the hospital 

  Carol Licht-. Carol would like to thank everyone for all of the cards and prayers she  

                          received while recuperating from the knee surgery. They were very much  

                          appreciated! 

 

Call the church office with any questions you have 412-384-7360.   Please leave a message.   If there is an emergency call Pastor Walt at 412-352-5983. 


